
The new exhibit at the Frahm 

House was assembled by our 

summer intern, Ryan Herman  

with the assistance of our cura-

tor, Faith Norwood.  It is on the 

schools of Washington County.  

We have short pieces of infor-

mation on each of the schools 

and several books and other 

items on display to help bring 

back the memories of all the 

good old days of school.   

For the rest of the story, we 

hope that you become a part of 

the exhibit.  Individuals with ties 

to the county will be asked to fill 

out memory sheets to add to 

our scrap books on all these 

bastions of education and hal-

lowed halls of life as once ex-

isted in the hills of Washington 

County.  Over 50 schools have 

existed here at one time or an-

other. 

We are looking for  pictures, old 

records, mementos and year 

books from all these old 

schools and hope that you can 

bring them to share with the 

museum and alums of this rap-

idly ending educational 

scene.  We would love to 

have the items donated, 

but if you are not able to 

do that, maybe you would 

consider at least letting us 

photograph items or scan 

the pages for our records. 

Each Saturday from 1-4pm 

we will have designated 

schools for reunions.  We 

hope that students and 

staff who attended those 

schools will find there way to 

the Frahm House to meet and 

reminisce.  Check out the web 

page for when your school is 

listed.  A partial list follows: 

September 12:  Herman 

Schools 

September 19:  Brinkman, 

Wranch, Goll and Telbasta 

September 26:  Fontanelle, 

Brederson, Coming City and 

Garryowen.  This is also Na-

tional Museum Day and all ar 

invited to attend with free ad-

mission.  Tea will be served at 

the Frahm House. 

October 10:  Kindred, River-

view, LeCrone and Timpe 

October 17:  Vacoma, Suther-

land, Rispin and Cruikshank 

October 24:  Nashville, Pleas-

antview, Lallman, Whitford 
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New Exhibit at the Frahm House! 

Fort Calhoun Exhibit at the Museum 

Continuing our tour of commu-

nities around the county the 

current exhibit in the bank 

building deals with Fort Cal-

houn.  Included in the exhibit 

are examples of products made 

by the Wilkinson Company in-

cluding an example of the first 

tray used for “TV Dinners.”  

Additional items are from the 

Sievers-Sprick mortuary, includ-

ing the only part remaining from 

the original hearse that started 

the five generation family busi-

ness.   

Several unique Volunteer Fire 

Department items are also on 

display.  A video on the impor-

tance of corn and its ties to this 

community can be played and 

there are information and color-

ing pages to take home on fire 

departments and Lewis and 

Clark. 

Items from the Fort, the local 

hotels and restaurants are also 

available for your perusal to 

round out this interesting ex-

hibit.   

We hope you will stop by to see 

this before it goes off display at 

Awakening A Passion For Our History 

Fall/Winter 2009 

Volume 13, Issue 3 
Washington County Historical 
Association Newsletter 

Schools of the County at the Frahm House this 
fall. 

Board Members: 
Diane Jensen – Chair-Fort Calhoun 

Dawn Nielsen – Vice-Chair- Blair 

Marilyn Abariotes – Secretary-Blair 

Diane Eilers – Treasurer/    Finance 

Chair -Fort Calhoun    

Kathy Jensen – Chair Marketing – 

Blair 

Scott Lashier – Co-Chair Facilities-

Blair 

Judy Rohwer — Guild President- Fort 

Calhoun 

Travis Svendgard – Chair----

Advancement and Development- 

Blair    

Nancy Cady – Blair 

Cody Carritt — Missouri Valley 

Robin Jeffrey - Fort Calhoun 

Tom Sick — Blair 

Staff:Staff:Staff:Staff:    

Mark Schulze — Executive Director 

Faith Norwood — Curator 

Mary Gage — Custodial 

Inside this issue: 

From the Executive Director 2 

Tractors Tall and Small a Success 2 

Halloween at the Museum 2 

Christmas at the Museum 3 

Nebraska History Day 3 

Summer Programs 3 

W-CHAT information 4 



It is hard to believe that I have 

been here eleven months.  The 

time has gone quickly.  It is an 

invigorating  time to be at the 

museum.  We are making plans 

for the winter season and they 

look  exciting .  We had a suc-

cessful summer program and 

are making plans for next sum-

mer to make it bigger and bet-

ter. 

This summer we had an intern 

from Dana College, Ryan Her-

man.  He learned about life at a 

small museum and also created 

the new exhibit on Washington 

County Schools at the Frahm 

House.  Stop by and see his 

work on upcoming Saturdays.  

We also had Dustin Burrack 

helping us this summer through 

a federal program.  He brought 

his friend Jesse Long on several 

occasions for much needed 

assistance.  Collin Coon volun-

teered with the education pro-

gram.  You might want to think 

about volunteering with us.  We 

can always use the help. 

Membership is our next objec-

tive.  Check out the enclosed 

information.  Budgets are al-

ways tight and we appreciate 

any assistance you can give.  

This year we are spelling out 

what we have to offer and what 

benefits you will receive from 

being a member.  This newslet-

ter is one of those benefits.  We 

are no longer sending this letter 

out to anyone that asks.  It will 

be posted on the web page in a 

different form.  It is the hope 

that we can eventually put most 

of this letter in electronic for-

mat, so when you join, please 

include your email address.   

A special thanks to Marv and 

Judy Rohwer for all the work on 

Tractors Tall and Small in Au-

gust.  It brought the community 

together and was a success 

because of all the hard work.  

Now help us convince Marv and 

Judy we should do it again.  

September 26 is National Mu-September 26 is National Mu-September 26 is National Mu-September 26 is National Mu-

seum Day.seum Day.seum Day.seum Day.  Everyone is admit-

ted free and tea will be served 

at the Frahm House.  . . .Mark 

county to stop by and enjoy this 

haunting experience.  Watch for 

more information on our web-

site:  www.newashcohist.org 

We can always use volunteers 

to help with this event.  Let us 

know if you would like to help.  

It is a great way to do service 

hours for school or work.   

Speaking of the mystery and 

mayhem (a slight stretch 

maybe) if any of you are inter-

The annual Halloween Event 

will be held on Saturday, Octo-

ber 31, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM 

at the museum.  This years 

theme is currently being dis-

cussed by Doug Cook and his 

capable committee.  It is always 

an adventure and this year 

promises to be more of the 

same.  Last year over 400 at-

tended the affair and there is 

always room for one more.   We 

encourage all youth in the 

ested in participating in a quar-

terly  mystery book club group 

at the Frahm House, please 

contact the Executive Director 

at info@newashcohist.org  Mys-

tery writers from Nebraska 

would be emphasized.  Day and 

time TBD. 

????    

From the Executive Director 

Halloween At the Museum And Mystery & Mayhem? 

Halloween at the Museum promises to be a 
night  to remember. 

Over five hundred attended.  

They saw over 40 different trac-

tors, hundreds of toy tractors, a 

pulley exhibit, hand carved farm 

equipment, youth art work, ven-

dors pedaling their wares and 

several farm exhibits.  It was a 

success in all aspects.  Winners 

of events included: 

Youth Art: 1st Jack Clarke, 2nd 

Meg Lashier, 3rd Leo Clarke 

and Honorable Mention Chel-

sea Lukasiewicz 

Farm Exhibit: 1st Marv Rohwer, 

2nd Felix Recek 

Indoor Exhibit:  1st Bob Fey, 

2nd  Jack Lorsch, 3rd Glen 

Mohr 

Outdoor Tractors:  1st Denny 

Baehr, 2nd Tom Shirley, 3rd 

John Honaker & Lori Trede 

We hope to see you all on Au-

gust 14, 2010, for another ma-

jor event.  Put it on your calen-

dar now, you won’t be disap-

pointed. 

Tractors Tall and Small A Success! 
The day dawned(?) 

bleak and dark.  Rain 

came down in spurts 

and sheets and several 

folks were not sure 

they wanted any part of 

the event.  Then you 

saw Judy’s smile and 

you knew all would be 

well with the world.  

After an interesting set up, 

shortly after nine the rains 

ended and the sun peeked 

through to make for a beautiful 

day for a tractor event.   

A special thanks to 

Marv and Judy 

Rohwer for all the 

work on the tractor 

show.  Now help  us 

convince them we need 

to do it again. 
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This year is another instance of 

bigger and better at the mu-

seum.  The Frahm House and 

the Museum will be open the 

first  three Saturdays of Decem-

ber.  There will be entertain-

ment and programs at both 

sites.  We have been promised 

a group from Dana and a local 

family group might also put in 

an appearance.  If you know of 

a group that might like to per-

form, give us a call.  

At the Frahm House cookies 

and punch will be served and 

you can see the beautiful trees 

decorated by the capable volun-

teers led by Ms. Catherine 

Genoways.  There is always 

something a little different 

every year.  Memories are made 

of this and we hope you all can 

come.   

There will also be special activi-

ties for the youth at the Second 

Saturday adventure at 10 am.  

Come and find out about the 

traditions and history of Christ-

mas.   

At the museum the theme is 

“Santa Around the World. “ 

There will be several trees deco-

rated by volunteer groups and 

activities will also be going on 

Saturday and Sunday each 

weekend.  A special collection 

of Santas from around the 

world will be on display as well 

as Christmas items from the 

museum collection. 

In the spirit of the season, we 

would ask that if you come to 

the museum you would con-

sider bringing items for those 

less fortunate.  Donations will 

be given to Joseph’s Coat . 

December 6, is Mittens at the 

Museum. 

December 13, is Undie Sunday 

December 20, is Diaper Day 

Santa will also be at the mu-

seum.  With three weekends to 

choose from, we hope you can 

find a time to attend and take a 

moment to relax in time past. 

Several youth entered their 

projects in competition at the 

county fair and won ribbons.  

Youth learned about Lewis and 

Clark and  how to do primary 

research.  One young lady spent  

parts of three days with our 

curator, Faith Norwood, and 

found out what that job is all 

about. 

If you stayed around until noon 

Dinosaurs, weaving and Indige-

nous Culture crafts were big 

hits this summer.  Weather 

affected some programs while 

others  appealed to a wide vari-

ety of youth.   All in all, atten-

dance was up and all seemed 

pleased with what was done.  

We have had several give 

praise for our efforts and offer 

suggestions for next summer .  

on Fridays, you could also enjoy 

a hot dog, chips, cookie and 

soda for only $1.00.   

We are already making plans 

for next year.  Your input is im-

portant, so let us know what 

you think we should offer.  Lace 

making?  Advanced weaving?  

Re-enactors?  All possibilities to 

explore at WCHA Museum. 

Christmas at the Museum and Frahm House 

Summer Programs On the Move 

Weaving and dreaming of  a blue ribbon? 

paper, an exhibit, a dramatic 

presentation, a historical docu-

mentary, or a web page.  The 

displays and presentations will 

be judged and the top three 

winners in each category will 

advance to state competition in 

April at Nebraska Wesleyan 

University.  A national event is 

also held in June for state win-

ners.  

Dr. Iain Anderson of Dana, will 

be in charge of the judges.  He 

has participated in state judging 

for a number of years and his-

tory students at Dana will also 

assist  with the event.  All three 

high schools and the middle 

schools in Washington County 

have indicated an interest in 

participating.  It is hoped that 

over ten schools will participate 

this year and more in the future. 

Home schooled students are 

welcome to enter as well.  Fur-

ther information will be avail-

able on our web site and you 

can contact Mark Schulze at 

info@newashcohist.org if you 

have any questions. 

Nebraska History Day Northeast District Hosted by WCHA at DANA 
Mark your calendar for March 

6, 2010, at Dana College.  That 

is that date that the Washington 

County Historical Association 

and Dana College will be host-

ing Northeast Nebraska History 

Day.  This will be a first for both 

institutions.   

History Day is a national pro-

gram that encourages students 

in grades 6-12 to create a pro-

ject that is history related.  This 

years theme is “Innovation in 

History: Impact and Change.”  

The projects can be a research 

History Day is not a 

predetermined by-the-

book program but an 

innovative curricular 

framework in which 

students learn history by 

selecting topics of interest 

and launching into a 

year-long research project. 
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Don’t miss Christmas 

at the Frahm House.  

I’ll be checking on you.  

. . .Santa 
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Awakening A Passion For Our 
History 

off the road we are talking 

about in the community of Ken-

nard. 

Our last presenter of the year is 

Dr. Iain Anderson of the Dana 

College history department.  His 

topic will be on Danish Immigra-

tion and the assistance it re-

ceived from the Danish Heri-

tage Society.    Dr. Anderson 

has been doing extensive re-

search on the topic and has 

been invited to present on his 

research in Europe as well as 

here.  According to his students 

he makes history come alive.  

This will be held on October 

28th at Too Far North in Fort 

Calhoun.  It will be an opportu-

nity for many of us to hear 

about our roots.  Please join us. 

There are two W-CHATs left this 

year.   

First up is W-CHAT West to be 

held at Grace United Methodist 

Church in Kennard, Nebraska 

on September 30th.  This is in 

conjunction with the Blair His-

toric Preservation Alliance .  It 

will start at 7:15 pm and re-

freshments will be served with a 

donation requested.  The topic 

is the Lincoln Highway.  Speak-

ers will be Nathan Kramer and 

Bob Stubblefield.  Nathan is 

from Blair and has interest in 

the highway as it pertains to the 

Blair community.  Bob is from  

Shelton and serves as chair of 

the Nebraska Lincoln Highway 

Association.  Join us for this 

interesting part of history just 

We will begin W-CHAT again in 

February.  We are currently 

working on the 

topics and 

speakers for that 

series.  If you 

have any sugges-

tions, please 

contact Mark 

Schulze at the 

museum. 

W-CHAT  News 

W-CHAT goes down the Lincoln Highway in September 

 


